
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

April 21, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Donovan Gardner (Zoom)      
Paul Detrick (Zoom) 

Elisabeth McCartney (Zoom) 
Jason Allen (Zoom)  
Gaye Burton    

    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk, Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:08 p.m.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  119-2021 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Robert Pelletier – 1. Stated he feels these meetings through Zoom have gone on too long. 
Would prefer to meet in person and face the Council. Mr. Hornickel advised that he too 

would like to be back to in person meetings and with COVID we had no choice but to meet 
electronically. Council did go back to in-person meetings but the second wave forced us back 

to electronic. Advised that with vaccinations we are hoping that by June we can get back to 

reconvening in person. 2. Mr. Pelletier advised that he had issues downloading the agenda. 

Commented on what he felt consent agenda items should be about and resolutions he felt 
should not be on there. Mr. Bayer advised that whether the matters are on the consent agenda 
or not, the public has the right to speak on it. Council can choose and does pull a resolutions 

from the consent agenda to discuss later. 3. Questioned if the Township had received clear 
title on the old Browns Mills Shopping Center. Mr. Bayer advised that we had. Mr. Pelletier 

asked if we collected money from the renters. Mayor Patriarca advised that we do. 4. 
Questioned what work was going to be done in that area. 
 

Jerry Carbone – 1. Stated the curb cuts look wonderful and he is very pleased with them. 

Hopes that we can start seeing this in the Sunbury area. 2. Commented on the street parking 

in Sunbury and noted some minor scuffles that have happened because of this and his 
concerns it could get worse. Questioned if the residents would be made aware of the changes 

that are coming to promote it in a positive light. 3. Questioned if anyone would like to 

volunteer to help make his area more accessible for him to park on his lawn.  
 

Madeline Sutton – 1. Noted her concerns with the one-way streets. Stated that Kinsley Road 

will have 3 one-way streets and feels this will confuse people. 2. Commented that when there 
is a large Police presence it curbs the crime and wondered if some of this money could be to 

put an officer in Sunbury full time.  
 

Richard Gober, Ventnor – 1. Commented that many of his resident’s past and present are 
calling asking for this to be done on a trial basis before spending all of this money. Advised 
that there is a petition going around to stop this. Asked for an explanation on how these 

changes are going to stop the crime in Sunbury. Questioned where this idea came from and if 

there are other towns that have done this successfully. 2. Questioned how the 3 people that 

were arrested after the shooting were caught. 3. Commented that he agrees to a point with the 
Mayor that cameras do not stop crime. Sated that banks have had cameras for many years 
and there are still bank robberies, but the cameras help catch the robber. Commented that he 

is begging Council to listen. Noted that he has always been a supporter of the Mayor and does 
not know any other Mayor in any other town who cares as much as he does and works for the 

little pay he does. Stated he feels that he has taken on a “my way or the highway” approach.  



 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Wished all a happy Administrative Professionals Day. 2. 
Stated he agrees with Mr. Pelletier’s comments and disagrees with Mr. Bayer’s response. 

Commented that the public gets no say on large items being put into the consent agenda. 
Stated that there used to be a separate comment section just for the consent agenda. Stated 

that in the past a 30-year tax exemption was an ordinance, the most recent one was a 

resolution. 3. Questioned why the contract with Ms. Weinroth is being adjusted. 4. 

Questioned the amount being spent on upgrades to the sound equipment. 5. Questioned 
Resolution 132-2021 for a contract to assess the job to hook Helen Fort to the sewer system. 
Commented that there is a GCLI zone right next to Helen Fort and that there could be 

potential businesses there so is this just for the school or potential businesses. Questioned who 

would be paying for this.  6. Commented on money being taken from the general fund.  

 

Joe Ying – 1. Questioned how property could be re-zoned.  

 

Michelle Forman – 1. Questioned what our total debt owed is. 2. Stated that she also feels 1-

hour is not enough time for a budget meeting. 3. Commented that she feels like the Sunbury 
issue is a paramount issue and feels this should be addressed above all else. Stated that she 

would also like to see an officer hired just to patrol Sunbury. 4. Questioned if we had a grant 
writer for the Township. It was noted we do not. Mr. Bayer advised that there are 
professionals that will do that for the Township and that we do not employee a full-time 

person for things that are only done on an as needed basis. Ms. Forman questioned who had 
looked into a grant for cameras in Sunbury. Mayor Patriarca advised that he, Mr. Hornickel, 

the previous Police Chief and the new Police Chief had all looked into it. Added that grant 

writers do not search for grants they only write for the ones you have found. 5. Stated she also 

agrees with Mr. Pelletier and that more time is needed for the public to speak. 6. Questioned 

if any of Council has driven through Sunbury to see what is going on there. Councilman 
Allen advised that he has friends and knows people that live in Sunbury that he has discussed 

the issues with. Questioned if Iva Klemick, who had advised at a previous meeting, that there 
was grant money for cameras, ever reached out to Mr. Hornickel. It was noted she had not.  

 

Ondrietta Johnson – 1. Questioned if the Sunbury ordinances had been adopted or if they 
were still up for a vote. Mrs. Cosnoski advised that they were all adopted, and the only one on 

tonight was for Kinsley Road. Ms. Johnson stated that she is in favor of the parking ordinance 
but wonders if people will just pull into the vacant buildings driveways to play loud music and 

avoid getting tickets because they are not on the street. Mr. Hornickel advised that 
theoretically yes, they could do that but if they were making noise, the police would need to 
be called to address the issue. Noted that she is for all of these ordinances even though more 

traffic will be going past her house.  
 

Abraham Masch – 1. Thanked all for taking the time.  Stated it is commendable to want to go 
back to in-person meetings but does like the remote access and it allowing him to be with his 

family and still participate. Commented that he was unaware of the one-way ordinances being 
passed and feels it is unfair that residents were unaware when this is where they live. Stated 
that he thinks Mr. Gober’s comments about having hundreds of signatures is a high standard 

for a community that has lost faith.  Commented on reaching out to Ms. Klemick and not just 

wait for her to contact the Town.  Suggested these changes for Sunbury be done on a trial 

basis.  Stated he is not sure how these changes will help the situation.  Commented that he 
does not feel that asking for an answer is a trial and apologizes if he is coming across in some 

way, but does feel there should be a discussion. Stated he would appreciate a response if there 
is one.  
 

Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 
comment.  

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 
  120-2021 Recognition of Dedication of Public Service by Robert Warren 

 
Council President Burton read this resolution into the record.  
 

Motion by Allen and Detrick to approve Resolution 120-2021. Allen, yes; Detrick, yes; 
Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Birton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 



agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Councilman Gardner asked to pull Resolution 126-2021 and 132-2021. Council President 

Burton asked to pull Resolution 130-2021. Councilman Detrick asked to pull Resolution 128-
2021. Councilman Allen asked to pull New Business item a1.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  
 

*MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting Minutes of March 17, 2021.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  

   121-2021 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $100.00. 

 

  122-2021 Appoints Margaret Johnson as Fire Police Officer for the Pemberton Township Fire 

Company. 

 

  123-2021 Authorizes a contract with Modular Genius, Inc. for Pre-Construction Design Services 

for Police Department Addition to Municipal Building in the total amount of 

$27,472.00. 

 

  124-2021 Determines that Property Identified on the Official Tax Map as Block 906, Lot 1.01 is 

an Area In Need Of Rehabilitation under the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law. 

 

  125-2021 Authorizes Change Order #1, to the contract with MBE Mark III Electric, Inc., in the 

amount of $65,766.45 for additional excavation of Pump Stations 2 & 4.  

 

  126-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 

  127-2021 Closes out 2012 Burlington County Municipal Park Development Program Grant for 

Improvements to Nesbit Park.  

 

  128-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 

  129-2021 Authorizes the Assignment of various Tax Sale Certificates.  

 

  130-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 

  131-2021 Requests permission from the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of 

Workplace Standards, to Conduct a Public Fireworks Display at the 2021 Pemberton 

Township Water Carnival.  

 

  132-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 

  133-2021 Authorizes a contract with Gramco Business Solutions to upgrade the Recording and 

Sound System in the Public Meeting Room, in the total amount of $19,801.90. 

 

  134-2021 Suspends AP Liquor, Inc.’s liquor license #0329-33-001-006 for 60 consecutive days 

beginning May 5, 2021.  

 

*NEW BUSINESS 
 

*a. Purchases over $6,000.00 

  

1. Recreation – Purchase of Fireworks Display for 2021 Pemberton Township Water Carnival 

from Schaefer Pyrotechnics, in the total amount of $9,000.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda 

and considered later in the meeting.  

 

2. Public Works – Purchase of New Blower Assembly for the Vac-All from New Castle Mid-

Atlantic Waste Systems in the total amount of $16,495.00. 

 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes; 
Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
   

RESOLUTIONS  
   

  126-2021 Authorizing a contract with Reagan Young England Butera Architects 

for the drafting of a Solar Installation Bid Package in an amount not to 
exceed $21,740.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Gardner stated that the address was 16 Broadway and not 15 Broadway.  
 

Councilman Allen asked for background on the project, when this would begin, the cost  
savings and if this could be done on any other township buildings. Mr. Hornickel advised that 

this was our first venture into having a solar installation on Township property to reduce  
energy costs. Advised we are looking at a 30-year installation and with the figures we have 

seen it will take 8-10 years to finance the costs, but once we recoup the costs, we will save  



$30,000 a year or more per year. Stated that if this is approved tonight, the goal is to get this  
ready for a bid package in June with construction in the fall after permits are obtained. Added 

that we wanted to start with a smaller project and then do larger projects in the future. 
 

Councilman Gardner questioned if we would receive something from the State for doing this.  
Mr. Hornickel advised that we would. Councilman Gardner asked if solar fields would be an  

option in the future or if we were just doing buildings. Mr. Hornickel advised that they were  
looking into both options or using a combination of both.  
 

Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolution 126-2021. Gardner, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
  128-2021 Designates Pasadena Pemberton Solar Farm, LLC as the Redeveloper 

for the Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area consisting of Block 
906, Lot. 1.01. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

Councilman Detrick questioned if the purchase price was correct and how we arrived at 
this price. Mr. Hornickel advised that this property has great value for solar purposes with 

lines running from Manchester to Woodland Township. Noted there are some historical 
concerns that will need to be addressed. Noted that this project would qualify for the TREC  

program which is saving us money. Mr. Bayer advised that this is only a draft contract to give 
Council the information to consider this.  
 

Motion by Detrick and McCartney to approve Resolution 128-2021. Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

 
  130-2021 Amends Contract with Alison B. Weinroth, Esq., Pemberton Township 

Municipal Court Prosecutor, for Alternate Prosecutor Services. Pulled from 

the Consent Agenda. 
 
Council President Burton advised she would need to abstain from the vote. Mr. Hornickel  

advised that we are amending this a second time because the Burlington Court Vicinage  
wanted an alternate prosecutor appointed for if Ms. Weinroth is absent. Noted there is no 

financial change and this will solely allow for her alternate, Brennan Moles, to be used if Ms.  
Weinroth is unavailable.  

 
Motion by Gardner and Allen to approve Resolution 130-2021. Gardner, yes; Allen, yes;  
Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, abstain. Motion carried.  

 
  132-2021 Authorizes a Contract with Adams, Rehmann & Heggan for 

Engineering Design Services for the Extension of Sewer Services to the 
Helen A. Fort Middle School in an amount not to exceed $30,000.00. 
Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

  
Council President Burton asked for clarification on this project. Mr. Hornickel advised that  

behind the school there is a sewer package plant which accepts sewage from Newcomb and  
Helen Fort Middle schools. Stated this plant has been failing for a number of years and the  
school has been in contact with us to extend sewer service to them. Stated that the proposal is  

to have ARH do the design or extend sewer service to the schools and assist us in applying to  
Pinelands for this. Commented that this is also a public health issue as it is emitting nitrogen  

into the brook behind the school. Stated that should this move forward we would be able to  
negotiate the cost with the school to cover the cost of the extension. Advised that the school  

has requested bids to be submitted to replace the package plant. Added that he believes we  
can run sewer lines at a much lower cost than replacing the package plant and we have  
the personnel that are qualified and the school would have to pay extra to have someone else  

do that, so this will save them money as well to allow for money to be allocated toward other  
important items, such as classroom upgrades and needs. Council President Burton asked if  

outside of Mr. Boland’s concerns, there were any other concerns. Mayor Patriarca advised  
that they had been discussing this with the school for year and with the former MUA. Stated 

that our goal is to service the district. Advised that we would have to request a change in the  
service area regarding Mr. Boland’s comments. Noted that in the future it would make sense  
to make connections to the residents in that area as well as the businesses, but right now we  

are only looking to service the school. Commented that each resident pays for this so we are  
looking to save the district money which will save all of the taxpayer’s money. Added that he  

expected that the full $30,000 would not be needed.  
 

Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolution 132-2021. Gardner, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  



 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION  
 
ORDINANCE 13-2021 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING THE 
TRANSFER OF A PORTION OF SOUTH LAKESHORE DRIVE BY WAY OF 
QUITCLAIM DEED.  

 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

James Boland – Stated this was brought up at another meeting and from that he understands 
the purpose for this is to correct what was offset by moving the road so that it would be in line 

with Junction road to create a clean 4-way intersection. Questioned if his thoughts were 
correct. It was noted they were.  

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  

 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to adopt ordinance 13-2021.  Gardner, yes; McCartney, 
yes; Allen, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

 
ORDINANCE 14-2021 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING A LEASE 
BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AND CLEAR CHANNEL 

OUTDOOR, LLC.  
 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

James Boland – Questioned what tower was being used for this. Mr. Bayer advised that this 

was for a billboard to be used and maintained, it is not a tower.  

 

Michelle Forman – Questioned where this was located. Mr. Hornickel advised it was on Fort 

Dix Road. Ms. Forman questioned what is on the billboard currently. Mr. Hornickel advised 
it has Ford vehicles.   Mr. Bayer advised that the lease was up and this is just a renewal of the 
lease. Stated she is not a big fan of billboards.   

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  

 
Motion by McCartney and Detrick to adopt ordinance 14-2021. McCartney, yes; Detrick, 

yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE 15-2021 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
182 SECTION 32 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC” SCHEDULE B: NO PARKING CERTAIN HOURS, KINSLEY ROAD. 
 

Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Jerry Carbone – Stated he is just glad to see this is being done at this meeting since he just 

brought it up at the last meeting and appreciates the promptness of it.  

 

James Boland – Stated it has been asked if there will be additional police presence but that 
has not been answered. Commented that people are being forced to drive down the deadliest 

road in town. Stated he understands in theory that people could get a ticket for parking their 
car in the wrong place but drug dealers do not leave their car in one place for a long time. 

Commented that this is just adding rules for the people that follow them and criminals usually 
do not adhere to rules. Added that this would especially not help with criminals that are on 

foot. Suggested that this would also not help with property values. Commented that nothing 
has been done regarding Anderson Road and questioned if cars will be piled up on that road 
now causing additional issues.  

 

Doug Melegari – Questioned if with passage of this, if the overnight parking ban will be on 

every street in Sunbury or would there still be a couple streets not included. Mayor Patriarca 
advised this was just an amendment to Kinsley Road. Added that all interior roads within the 

development would have a ban. Confirmed that the other ordinances would not take place 
until the 1st Monday in June. Mr. Hornickel advised that it would take 3 to 4 weeks to get all 
of the signage purchased, assembled and installed. Also advised that the temporary barriers 



would need to be installed.  
 

Ondrietta Johnson – Stated that she thinks it is a good thing and hears a lot of complaints but 
thinks we should try it and see. Noted that she commends everyone and is looking forward to 

the change.   

 

Richard Gober – Commented on Irick Road off of Norcross and that nothing has been 

mentioned about that. Stated that he is also concerned with Anderson Road. Mentioned that 
tax payers do not want to pay for cameras but they certainly do not want to pay for signage 
and barriers. Stated that driving down Kinsley for anyone is going to be a horror. Suggested 

the two female Council Members drive down Kinsley over the weekend and see if they feel 
safe. Suggested using a no loitering ordinance from 10 pm to 6 am and have police patrolling, 

on occasion, not all day. Challenged the Council Members to not park on their streets and 
only in their driveway and see how it works for them. Stated that no consideration for water 

and sewer lines that are under these yards that we are asking people to park on. Noted that 
the shootings and things that are occurring in Pemberton Township are bringing the property 
values down. Asked that the Council put their self in the people of this towns place, and think 

about their needs.  

 

Abraham Masch – Stated he strongly agrees with Mr. Gober and questioned how this is 

going to reduce crime. Commented that this should be a temporary trial period and if it works 
great. Noted that people parking on the lawn is doing the opposite of what we are trying to 

accomplish. Questioned how this decision was made. Stated Police sitting in Sunbury would 
be more effective and the benefits of saving even one life. Asked for a response on his 
questions as he has waited two hours and is hoping for a dialogue. Mr. Hornickel advised that 

he does not remember him participating in the other meetings about this. Noted the previous 
Council meetings and the Sunbury forum. Added that there were only three people that called 

in to comment negatively. Stated that Administration has been listening and has been 
available for people to contact them with any questions or concerns. Mr. Masch asked for any 

information to be made available to him or for a meeting to occur where he could discuss this 
further. Stated it is never too late to correct a mistake.  

 

Michelle Forman – Stated that this upsets her because people are being killed there. Noted 
that the problems there have been going on for a long time. Commented on giving people 
credit that do not even live there that are trying to fix the problems. Thanked Mr. Gober for 

spearheading this. Thought that a curfew and no loitering signs were a great idea that would 
cost a lot less money. Commented that she does not know how many police officers are in the 

township but the seem to not be able to get a breath. Suggested that the residents take a part 
in this by calling the Police about their loud music.  

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 

Motion by Detrick and Allen to adopt ordinance 15-2021. Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

*a. Purchases over $6,000.00  
  

3. Recreation – Purchase of Fireworks Display for 2021 Pemberton Township 
Water Carnival from Schaefer Pyrotechnics, in the total amount of 

$9,000.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  
 
Councilman Allen questioned what the plan was if we did have to cancel. Mayor Patriarca 

advised that we are continuing planning until May 14th, at which time it will be reevaluated 
upon the current COVID restrictions and then the company will be noticed if we have to 

cancel.  
 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve New Business item a1. Allen, yes; McCartney, 
yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS      
 

a. Engineer's Report – 4/9/2021. 

 
Council President Burton noted her thanks for the report and the updates.  

 
 



BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 4/16/2021. 

 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the NJ State Police 

or the Attorney General's office; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes with the exception of payment for 
Prosecutor services. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Patriarca reported: Stated that he wanted to address some of Mr. Gober’s comments 

about him. Noted that he does care deeply about this town and does spend a lot of time here 
for a minimal amount of pay. Noted he is paid approximately $.50 cents per hour, but that it 
has never been about the money for him, but this town and the residents in it. Advised that 

Mr. Gober’s comment suggesting that it is “his way or the highway” and suggesting that this 
was the Mayor’s idea and that this is how it was going to be, is totally inaccurate. Stated that 

this project has been going on for quite some time to eliminate the criminal activity in that 
neighborhood and make it a comfortable place for the residents to reside. Noted that the 

solutions being brought to Council are ideas that have come from long term and new 
residents of Sunbury Village that have been brought to him personally by them. Stated that 
certainly Administration is the one to bring it to Council, but that it was the residents that 

wanted it. Noted that he finds it interesting that the most negative comments they have 
received are not from the residents of Sunbury but from residents of Browns Mills that have 

not been in, or if at all, have rarely been in Sunbury Village and one individual that has 
financial reason for being involved in Sunbury and nothing else. Stated that there is no love 

for the community there as he has often stated there is, along with the mentioning of all he 
does for that community including scholarships he has provided and asked if he knows where 
any of those kids are now. Questioned if any of these kids that have received supposed 

scholarships have been followed up with or if they are being invited over to his house for 
dinner. Commented that he can easily say that Mr. Gober who decided not to come to the 

Sunbury meeting that we had because he said, “you are going to go to a meeting with those 
people” and Mayor Patriarca asked who “those people” were. Commented that this was put 

into an email to administration on how he really feels about the people in Sunbury. Expressed 
that he has had just about enough of hearing individuals fight a process that we are trying to 
work through to get to and endgame of having a peaceful neighborhood in Sunbury. Stated if 

you have better ideas, please let him know. Noted that all that is mentioned is cameras and 
asked how many cameras he has on his property. Stated that Mr. Masch is starting to 

participate and that this is good as he is an investor in the community. Commented that if he 
wants to investigate the process great and asked how many cameras are on his property. 

Noted that they would rather the taxpayer pay for the cameras instead of themselves. Stated 
that if they felt this was such help, he would think that they would invest in their own 
investments and tenants. Commented that the last shooting we had was in Browns Mills and 

he would let us figure out which landlord owned that property with no cameras on it. Noted 
that it is getting very hard to sit here and not say anything and as an elected official he should 

be able to persevere, but he feels the truth needs to be told and not just the stories that are 
often heard from just a few individuals. Commented that we keep hearing that we should 

have more police presence, but advised the public that neither Council nor Administration 
had any authority over police procedures or day-to-day operations. Added that only the Chief 
of Police has this authority. Commented that we are taking steps and if it does not work, they 

will come back and say we made a mistake, but it is a step. Noted the many steps that were 
taken regarding this project and that this is not a one and done deal. Stated that they will 

continue to look for ways to solve this problem. Asked that the Leonard family be kept in 
everyone’s prayers as Ms. Leonard had passed away and was one of his first visitors when he 

became the Mayor. Noted she would come see him each year with her wish list for positive 
things in the town as a dedicated member of the Browns Mills Improvement Association.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Stated that he would constrain himself from any comments 
although he did have thoughts. Noted some ordinances that would be coming before Council 
including one to amend the Master Plan and another for a limited 5-year tax abatement 

program to give residents that own businesses in town, a chance to reinvest in their business. 
Explained further that what this meant was not taxing the improvement right away and then 

over the years it would increase by 20% per year until they reached the full amount.  
Commented that this was suggested to him as a way to get people to invest in the town and to 
help people improve their facilities.  



 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Council President Burton – Thanked all those that had attended both meetings. Commented 
that it amazes her that for so long residents have complained about Sunbury and now that we 
are taking steps to correct things and hopefully hinder some crime and all we are getting is 

complaints. Stated she does not understand this and wished that everyone could be more 
open-minded. Noted that she knows that not everyone could attend the meeting in February 

for Sunbury, but that she knows the doors here are always open to the Mayor, Business 
Administrator or Council. Suggested that anyone can send an email and she only received 

two emails about this. Stated it is disheartening to know that if there are so many people that 
are upset about what they are trying to do, that more people have not reached out about this. 
Commented to Mr. Gober to take strong consideration when he speaks because his remarks 

were insulting to women. Stated she is happy we are taking these first steps. Thanked her 
colleagues and noted she is looking forward to more in the future. Asked for all to have a 

good night.  
 

Councilman Gardner – Stated he too is looking forward to the day when we can come back 

to in-person meetings but we need to be mindful of COVID. Commented that everyone is 
already talking about curfews as if there is not already a curfew in the Township. Noted that 

there is already a curfew including parents’ responsibility and advised everyone to look in the 
codes on the Township website. Stated that we could not legislate parents on how to parent 

their children. Noted that there is a trend that has been going on at these Council meetings 
lately with Mr. Boland acting accusatory like there is some benefit to Council or the Mayor 

on projects that happen throughout the town. Asked that he cease and desist with all 
accusations as they are completely untrue. Noted that anything anyone wants to know is on 
the website or can be obtained through the Clerks office.  

 

Council President Burton – Noted that she has been to Sunbury teaching children and 

feeding families.  
 

Councilman Allen – Noted that Rowan College is holding a free dental clinic for kids and to 

find out more to call 856-291-4215 to schedule an appointment. Advised that the Hope One 
Mobile Unit will be at the Pemberton Library on April 27th from 10 am to 2 pm. Asked that 

anyone needing drug related services to make them aware of this. Stated it was nice to see 
people using the benches that were approved. Questioned what was going on at the old Acme 

parking lot as he noticed the no trespassing signs and the wooden fence. Stated he wanted to 
humbly correct something that the Council President had just said, that there are so many 
people calling in and making these comments and it is really not so many but the same few. 

Commented that he honestly believes that both Council and Administration have received 
positive feedback from different people. Encouraged Council to keep doing the right thing, 

explore new ideas and listening to the residents. Stated we should not dwell on what just a 
few people are saying. Council President Burton thanked him for the correction and noted 

that she was referring to Mr. Gober’s comments that everyone is so upset. Mayor Patriarca 
advised that the fencing was placed at the Acme parking lot as there had been increased 
activity by people, and companies, using the property all without permission.  

 

Councilwoman McCartney – Noted a question from a resident asking how far the paving on 
South Lakeshore Drive was going to go. Mayor Patriarca advised eventually it would go all 

the way but that currently it would go only about 1/3 the length. Stated that this is a targeted 
area that we are using the aid we receive yearly for. Thanked the Mayor for mentioning the 

Leonard family and added that Ms. Leonard was very active in the BMIA and was the first 
President of the BMIA. Noted that somehow you could not say no to her. Added that she was 
a very kind person and always true to her word. Stated that we all could try to keep that at the 

forefront of getting our points across and be kind.  

 

Councilman Detrick – Wanted to second Councilwoman McCartney’s comments about Ms. 

Leonard and that she was a long time pilar of the town. Stated that he is going to make an 
effort to drive through Sunbury Village as much as he can over the next few weeks to see how 

accurate the descriptions are that we have heard. Noted that we are not trying to disturb kids 
fun or people’s fun, but instead curtail the crime within that neighborhood. 

 
Mayor Patriarca stated his two words to describe Ms. Leonard would be classy lady.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 



 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


